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A method for the removal of cholesterol, triglycerides and other lipids from 
animal plasma, serum or other suitable blood fractions, as a discontinuous flow 
system, the method comprising withdrawing blood from a subject, separating the 
required fraction from the blood and mixing with a solvent mixture which 
extracts the lipids from the fraction, after which the delipidated fraction is 
recombined with the blood cells and returned to the subject, wherein the solvent 
extraction step is carried out separately and remote from the subject. The 
delipidated fraction is washed with a second solvent before being recombined 
with the blood cells. To ensure that the delipidated fraction is free from all 
extraction solvent, the fraction is mixed with an absorbent specific for the 
solvent that is being removed. The preferred absorbent is a macroporous 
polymeric bead contained in the pores o'f a sintered glass or plastic sphere, the 
being capable of absorbing organic molecules from an aqueous solution. By 
treating the plasma, serum or other suitable blood fraction of a patient by 
these methods, the blood rheology of a patient with impaired blood circulation 
can be improved. Further, a rapid regression of coronary atherosclerosis occurs. 
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